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Special Project

WAITRO-UNIDO Partnership

UNIDO Approach to Trade Capacity Building

- Emerging Challenges in Standards and Conformity

Followed by  Official Launching of the LABNET Portal in Arabic

LABNET Presentation

Dr. Lalith Goonatilake
Director, Trade Capacity-Building Branch

tcb@unido.org
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Presentation Overview

× Introduction to UNIDO 

× UNIDO Trade Capacity Building approach 

× UNIDO Standards & Conformity partners

× UNIDO Global Forum, Publications

ÁISO-IAF-UNIDO Survey on Impact of ISO 9001 

ÁSouth-South Training Centres

ÁImpact of Sustainability Standards

ÁGuide to Private Standards

ÁTrade Compliance Report

× Laboratory Network Portal Demonstration
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Thematic

Priorities
Energy 

and environment

Trade 

capacity-building

Poverty reduction through 

productive activities

Long-term

Goal

To contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), in particular to 

poverty eradication through sustainable industrial development. 

Programme

Components

Industrial Policy, 

Business Environment and 

Institutional Support

Enterprise Upgrading for 

Trade Enhancement
Renewable Energy

Rural and Womenôs 

Entrepreneurship Development

Promotion of Domestic 

Investment, FDI and Alliances

SME Cluster Development

Agro-processing and 

Value Chain Development

Rural Energy for Productive Use

Sustainable Production in

Poor Communities

Technology Diffusion

Innovation Systems, Technology 

Management and Foresight

Modernization of Export-

oriented Agro-industries

SME Export Consortia

Standards, Metrology, 

Testing and Conformity

Climate Change and 

Industrial Energy Efficiency

Cleaner and 

Sustainable Production

Water Management

Montreal Protocol

Stockholm Convention

Competitiveness Analysis and 

Trade-related Policies 

Corporate Social Responsibility

for Market Integration

UNIDO ïKey Thematic Priorities
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UNIDO International Technology Centers (ITCs)

ITCs promote new technologies & facilitate partnerships:  

× Dissemination of technological advances and global trends

× Effective framework for public/private and research/industry partnership

× Technology Diffusion 

× Technology sourcing and advice with focus on provision of options

× Assessment and verification of technology and 

ownership

× Facilitation of technology transfer, acquisition 

and further diffusion 

× Act as distributed knowledge resource base

× Strengthen UNIDOôs competence in many 

technological areas

× Self-financed and help mobilize funds for new 

projects
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Investment and Technology Promotion Offices (ITPO) Network

Objectives

× Promoting joint industrial investment opportunities

× Identifying and mobilizing technical, financial, 

managerial and other resources

× Fostering business cooperation between foreign 

investors and potential partners in developing      

countries

The road to employment, income and prosperity
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ITCs

ITPOs

Investment and Technology Promotion Network
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Global Trade ïOpportunity & Challenges

Challenges:

ÅIncreasing Dependence on Globalised Supply Chain (Retailers & MNCs)

ÅDeveloping Competitive Industrial capacity    (Investment, Technology, Standardsé)

ÅIncreasing  Sophistication of Standards & Quality Requirements
ïAgeing populations

ïFood scares - Mad cow, Avian Flu, Antibiotics, Pesticides

ïDominance of Private standards, Emergence of Sustainability Standards  (Carbon label etc.)

ÅOvercoming Trade Facilitation Obstacles

ïCustoms, documentation, transport, ports, cool chains

Opportunity:

ÅTRADE GROWTH leads to INCOME GROWTH & POVERTY REDUCTION

1% Growth in Trade, LEADS TO 0.5% Income increase

VIETNAM Reduced its poverty rate from 51% to 8% in only 15 years

CHINA 400 million people emerged from poverty 1981- 2001

Industrial

EXPORTS 

is the KEY

INDIA Decline in poverty from the 60 % (1981) to 42% (2005) 
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Successful Trade Participation: UNIDO 3Cs

V ñProducts must conform to 
requirements of clients and  marketsò

­ CONFORMITY with standards

V ñRules for trade must be equitable and 
customs procedures harmonizedò

­ CONNECTIVITY to markets

V ñCountries must have marketable products for exportationò

­ COMPETITIVITY of productive capacities

Integrating into Global Trade

­ PRODUCTIVITY (enterprise)

­ COST OF EXPORTING (support services)
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ñFair Trade for Allò:
Priority Areas to meet Product Standards Requirements
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